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Welcome to Pakistan 
The Land of Adventure and Nature 

From the mighty stretches of the Karakorum’s in the North to the vast alluvial 

delta of the Indus River in the South, Pakistan remains a land of high adventure 

and nature. Trekking, mountaineering, white water rafting, wild boar hunting, 

mountain and desert jeep safaris, camel and yak safaris, trout fishing and bird 

watching, are a few activities, which entice the adventure and nature lovers to 

Pakistan. 

PTDC 
Pakistan Tourism Development Corporation 
Pakistan Tourism Development Corporation (PTDC) is public sector Corporation, 

incorporated in March, 1970 under the Companies Act 1913 (Now Companies Act 2017). It 

is governed through its Board of Directors. PTDC functions as a national tourism 

organization, supporting federal government entities, provincial tourism departments and 

the private sector to promote sustainable and inclusive tourism growth in Pakistan. 

Its key functions include: 

• Promotion of Pakistan at national and international levels as a premier tourism 

destination.  

• Coordination with provincial tourism departments, private stakeholders, and relevant 

federal entities to harmonize tourism development efforts.  

• Development and implementation of national tourism standards and guidelines to ensure 

quality and consistency across the country.  

• Act as Pakistan’s lead coordinating agency for engagement with global and regional 

tourism bodies, including the UN Tourism Organization and other relevant forums. 

• Support Ministry of Inter-Provincial Coordination (IPC) in the implementation of 

bilateral agreements and Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) related to tourism.  

• Act as National Center of Excellence for Tourism, supporting evidence-based 

policymaking and sectoral planning. 

• Promotion of capacity building and human resource development in tourism and 

hospitality sectors, with focus on professionalism and service excellence.  



Global Tourism Economy 

 

The World Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC) is a leading global authority that 

conducts and publishes comprehensive research on the economic and social impact 

of the travel and tourism sector, in collaboration with Oxford Economics. The 

cornerstone of WTTC’s research is its annual Travel & Tourism Economic Impact 

Reports, comprising one global report, 24 regional reports, and 184 country- 

specific reports. These publications are widely recognized as authoritative 

reference documents for policymakers, industry stakeholders, and international 

organizations worldwide. 

 

Since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2019, WTTC reports have assumed 

heightened importance as key indicators for assessing post-pandemic recovery and 

the overall performance of the tourism sector. Although the industry has 

demonstrated strong recovery momentum, it is only recently approaching its pre- 

pandemic benchmarks. Consequently, 2019 continues to serve as the primary 

baseline for comparative analysis across tourism-related studies and assessments. 

According to WTTC’s latest annual research released in 2025, the global travel 

and tourism sector continued its upward trajectory, with its contribution to global 

GDP estimated at approximately 10.3% in 2025, reflecting sustained growth over 

2023. This indicates that the sector is now nearing, and in some regions surpassing, 

pre-pandemic (2019) levels, marking a significant milestone in global tourism 

recovery. 

In terms of employment, the sector is estimated to have supported over 366 million 
jobs worldwide in 2025, demonstrating continued expansion and resilience. This 
represents further growth compared to 2023 and signals that global tourism 
employment has largely recovered to, and in some cases exceeded, 2019 levels. 

The report also provides updated projections for long-term forecasts extending to 

2035, offering valuable insights into future trends in global GDP contribution, 

employment generation, and the evolving dynamics of the travel and tourism 

industry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sources: WTTC Economic Impact Research 2025. 
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Year $ Total GDP Contribution Total Travel & Tourism Jobs 

GDP Share & Value Change / Growth Jobs & Share Change / Details 

 

2019 
10.4% 

of Total Economy 
USD 10.33 TN 

 

Change in 2020: 
-48.4% 

334 MN 
= 10.5% of Global 

Jobs 

Change in 2020: 
-69.5 MN 
-20.8% 

 

2023 

 

9.1% 
USD 9.90 TN 

Annual Change: +23.2% 
(-4.1% vs 2019) 

Economy YoY: 2.7% 

 

330 MN 
= 10.0% 

 

Annual Change: +9.1% 
(-1.4% vs 2019) 

 

2024 
(E) 

 

10.0% 
USD 11.10 TN 

Annual Change: +12.1% 
(+7.5% vs 2019) 

Economy YoY: 2.2% 

 

348 MN 
= 10.4% 

 

Annual Change: +5.5% 
(+4.1% vs 2019) 

 

2025 
~10.0-10.3% 

USD 11.6-11.7 TN 
Record High 

Annual Change: +4.1% 
Economy growth: 2.8% 

Outpaced by ~50% 

366 MN 
= 10.9% 

1 in 9 jobs globally 

Annual Change: +5.2% 
1 in 3 new jobs globally 

1.54 BN intl. arrivals 

2034 
(F) 

11.4% 
USD 16.00 TN 

CAGR (2024-2034): 3.7% 
Economy CAGR: 2.4% 

449 MN 
= 12.2% 

New Jobs (2034 vs 2024): 
+101.2 MN 

 



Note: All figures shown for 2024 and 2034 are forecast projections (F). 

Source: WTTC, (2024) Pakistan Travel & Tourism. 

 

 

Pakistan Tourism Growth and Economy 

According to the World Travel & Tourism Council’s (WTTC) latest Travel & 

Tourism Economic Impact Report 2025, Pakistan’s travel and tourism sector 

continues to demonstrate strong resilience and sustained growth. Building on 

the recovery momentum of previous years, the sector further strengthened its 

contribution to the national economy in 2024, maintaining an upward trajectory 

toward long-term expansion. 

 

In 2024, the sector’s contribution to GDP is estimated to have increased beyond 

the 5.8% recorded in 2023, reflecting continued growth driven by rising 

domestic tourism, improved international arrivals, and enhanced policy focus 

on tourism development. This growth indicates that the sector has not only 

recovered from the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic but is also progressing 

steadily beyond pre-pandemic (2019) benchmarks. 

 

In terms of employment, the travel and tourism sector are estimated to have 

supported over 4.79 million jobs in 2024, further increasing its share in 

national employment. This continued rise highlights the sector’s vital role as a 

key driver of job creation and economic inclusion across Pakistan. 

 

Furthermore, the report presents updated projections for 2025 and long-term 

forecasts extending to 2035, offering a forward-looking assessment of the 

sector’s contribution to Pakistan’s GDP and its share in national employment. 

These projections provide critical insights into the future trajectory of Pakistan’s 

tourism industry and reinforce its growing importance in the country’s overall 

economic development. 
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Pakistan Travel & Tourism Sector 

Characteristics 
Tourism expenditure in Pakistan varies between international and 

domestic visitors and is broadly divided into leisure and business travel. 

According to WTTC’s Travel & Tourism Economic Impact Report 2025, 

international visitor spending continued to grow in 2024, reflecting 

sustained recovery and increased inbound tourism. 

 

Leisure travel remains the dominant segment, rising from 89.9% in 2019 

to 91.6% in 2023, while business travel declined to 8.4%. This trend is 

expected to continue into 2025, highlighting a strong shift toward leisure- 

driven tourism in Pakistan. 

 

Source: WTTC 

Pakistan Position on Tourism 

Competitive Index 
According to UN Tourism’s latest analysis (2025), global tourism 

receipts continue to show varied recovery trends compared to 2019 

across regions. Despite ongoing challenges, several destinations have 

recorded strong growth. 

Notably, Pakistan remains among the top-performing destinations, 

with tourism receipts significantly exceeding pre-pandemic levels, 

reflecting its strong recovery and growing appeal in the global tourism 

market. 

 

Inbound Travel & Tourism 
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